
 
 

 

Executive Summary of ICNOVA Activities in 2020 

 
On 1 January 2020, NOVA’s Institute of Communication (ICNOVA) started a contract programme with the Portuguese 

Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT).  

The beginning of the pandemic marked this year and had consequences for the production rhythms of research-and-

development units to which ICNOVA was no exception.  

The Centre began its activities during the 2020–2023 pluri-annual funding programme and currently has the maximum 

classification grade of excellent awarded by the FCT. On 26 September 2021, the ICNOVA committee delivered a more 

than 100-page annual report on its 2020 activities. This executive summary presents the main performance indicators of 

ICNOVA’s various working groups. 

 

Structure, Members and Liaisons 

• Five research groups — Media and Journalism; Culture, Mediation and Arts; Strategic Communication and 

Decision-Making Process; Performance and Cognition; and iNOVA Media Lab, along with two laboratories 

associated with the Performance and Cognition group (BlackBox and Scenic Experimentation Laboratory) 

• 106 integrated members and 83 doctoral students 

• Close connections with PhD courses in communication science and digital media at NOVA FCSH 

 

Actions (Mission and Vision) 
In line with the strategic plan for the 2020–2023 pluri-annual period entitled ‘Media Practices: Cultural, Societal and 

Technological Challenges’, the main topics developed were: 

1. Diversity, pluralism and inclusion; 

2. Cognition, mediation and decision-making processes; 

3. Culture, criticism and digital practices. 

As a research unit under the Science Law, Decree-Law No. 63/2019, ICNOVA’s main objective in 2020 was to 

accumulate sufficient critical mass to perform its scientific mission of creating and adding value to society. 

 

Academic, Scientific and Artistic Production 
In 2020, ICNOVA’s productive activity resulted in the following. 

Involvement/leadership in 
competitively financed 
projects 

Three national projects with competitive funding (Towards a History of Journalism in Portugal; The Photographic 

Impulse: Measuring Colonies and Colonised Bodies; Political Interest Networks in Facebook Portugal). Five 

international projects—ySKILLS (H2020 / EU) and Media Pluralism Monitor (UE); Culture Moves (The 

Connecting Europe Facility and EU); Influencers Trust Label (EU); New Neighbours (Asylum, Migration and 

Integration Fund and EU); Project Red (national funding PT2020 and EU). 

Applications for national 

competitive funding 

11 applications to FCT funding calls and other national framework programmes in reference areas of the centre’s 

strategic plan. 



Articles in academic and 
scientific journals  
 

- 48 articles in international journals, including 13 in Q1 journals and 7 in Q2 journals (Scimago/Scopus ranking) 

in at least one academic/scientific area; an ICNOVA member is the first author of 34 of these articles; 

- 54 articles in national journals, including 28 in Scopus-indexed journals; 

- About 13% published in journals that have the greatest impact in communication science and rank in quartile 1, 

including many in the 95th and 90th percentiles (top 5 and top 10, respectively). 

Book chapters - 36 book chapters with international publishers such as SAGE, Willey Blackwell, Routledge and Palgrave 

Macmillan; of these, 31 chapters have ICNOVA researchers as the first author or sole author; 

- 64 chapters published in books edited by national publishers. 

Book coordination - 7 books coordinated by ICNOVA researchers. 

Other publications and 

scientific participation 

- 20 articles in conference proceedings (international and national); 

- 5 working reports; 

- Participation in 130 conferences (73 international and 57 national) in Portugal, Brazil, Argentina, the United 

States, Spain, Italy, the United Kingdom, China and India. 

Artistic production Distribution of ICNOVA-branded materials at 10 events, including seminars, artistic performances and scenic 

experimentation laboratories. 

  

Editorial Activity of ICNOVA Researchers 
In 2020, ICNOVA researchers contributed to the organisation and coordination of special issues of academic journals, as 

well as involvement in the editorial boards of external national and international journals. 
ICNOVA academic 

journals  

 

Media & Jornalismo 

(Media and Journalism) 

 

 

Revista de Comunicação e 

Linguagens (Journal of 

Communication and 

Languages) 

Semi-annual journals directed by ICNOVA researchers, with the mission to publish articles of importance in their 

areas within communication science. 

 

Journals’ second year of inclusion into the Scopus collection; organisation and publication of two issues: ‘Innovation 

in Media and Nearby Creative Industries’, vol. 20(36); ‘Teaching and Studies on Media and Journalism. A Tribute 

to Nelson Traquina’, vol. 20(37). 

 

Continued inclusion in the European Reference Index for the Humanities (ERIH-PLUS); initiation of the indexing 

process with Scopus; publication of two issues: ‘Counter-Image’, vol. 52; ‘Photography, Cinema, and the Ghostly’, 

vol. 53. 

Coordination of special 

issues in Scopus-indexed 

academic journals external 

to ICNOVA 

- Comunicação e Sociedade, University of Minho (Q2 in cultural studies at Scimago), special issue: ‘Children, Youth 

and Media: Current Perspectives’, number 37; 

- Observatorio, ISCTE/OberCom (Q2 in communication studies at Scopus CiteScore), special issue: ‘Intermedialities 

in (Post)colonial Images’; 

- Ex Aequo (Q3 in gender studies at Scimago), Portuguese Association for Women’s Studies, special issue: ‘Gender 

and Neoliberalism Studies: The Last 20 Years’, issue 42. 

Other editorial 

coordination 

Participation in the editorial teams of academic journals indexed in Scopus and/or WoS, including top 10 and top 5 

Q1 journals (e.g. International Journal of Communication; Communications, the European Journal of 

Communication Research; Journal of Children and Media; and Comunicar). 

 

Academic Supervision 
In 2020, the ICNOVA team of researchers supervised or co-supervised more than 200 theses and works by students in 

second- and third-cycle courses, helping strengthen the Portuguese university system. 
PHDs 9 PhD theses completed and mentored by ICNOVA researchers; 

Approximately 80 theses underway with ICNOVA researchers as mentors. 

Masters 56 dissertations or master’s projects defended and tutored by ICNOVA researchers; 

Approximately 100 dissertations in progress supervised or co-supervised by ICNOVA researchers. 

 

 



Participation in Scientific Organisations and Events 
Despite the constraints imposed by the pandemic, members of ICNOVA’s various research groups committed to holding 

approximately 30 public events, including national and international seminars and conferences, advisory boards, artistic 

productions, summer courses, evaluation panels for different specialties and competitions, juries for exams and academic 

projects, peer review teams for different academic publications and workshops for experimentation.  

ICNOVA was also selected to organise the 2022 Sopcom Congress of the Portuguese Association of Communication 

Sciences. 

 

Advanced Training 
• Collaboration with PhD courses in communication science, digital media and artistic studies, resulting in a set 

of initiatives within the institutional model of cooperation between ICNOVA and the NOVA FCSH Department 

of Communication Sciences (e.g. workshops, seminars and open classrooms) 

• Offering of the Cycle of “Conferences in Communication Sciences and Digital Media” curricular unit, with its 

own evaluation model and credits 

• Skills-acquisition courses for methodological tools relevant to ICNOVA researchers (e.g. MAXqda) 

 

Awards 
• 10 awards to ICNOVA researchers, including prizes and honourable mentions for articles, books and other 

artistic productions 

 


